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MANUAL of ENTOMOLOGY

Lace-wing bugs.

Hemelytra reticulate. Pronotum usually with reticulate
markings extending on lateral leaf-like expansions. Tarsi
two-jointed.

A family of moderate size and fairly wide distribution.
Tingids are inconspicuous little insects, few of them attaining
a length of a quarter of an inch. In spite of their dull colouring
they will, on closer examination, be found to be very beautiful,
owing to the intricate reticulation of the hemelytra, a feature
giving rise to the name of " lace-wing bugs."

The head is small and in many cases covered by the prono-
tum, which usually has lateral, leaf-like expansions, gracefully
reticulated. With the exception of one genus (Piesma), the
pronotum extends down over the scutellum, concealing it.
Piesma is also the only genus in which ocelli are present.
The third joint of the antennae is usually very long, and the
apical joint is frequently somewhat clubbed. The rostrum,
when at rest, lies in a deep groove.

All, so far as known, are plant-feeders. Some species are
gregariously inclined. The eggs are usually laid on plant
tissues; the nymphs feed openly on the plants.

There are twenty-two British species.

Economically this family is of little importance, there being
but few species recorded as pests. Tingispyri attacks pear in
Europe, and members of two genera, Leptobyrsa and Steyhanitis,
damage the leaves of rhododendrons.

ARADIDJE.
Broad, flat insects. Scutellum long. Abdomen pro-
jecting beyond at the sides. Tarsi two-jointed.
This family, which has a wide distribution in both temperate
and tropical regions, consists of about 300 flat, obscurely
coloured little insects. They are all easily recognized by the
fact of their flatness and having the apex and sides of the